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How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Ask your teacher about the following
series of readers published by Oxford University Press:

• Read with Phinnie (Level 6)

• Reading Rainbow (Level 6)

• Oxford Storyland Readers (Level 12)

The Monkey King
Retold by Rosemary Border

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

In the garden, Monkey was finishing the last
peach. He looked at the empty bowls. ‘The
Emperor will be angry,’ he thought. ‘I must
leave now.’

Just then the Master of the Emperor’s
soldiers arrived. The Twelve Thunder
Generals were with him. They saw the
empty bowls.

‘Bad monkey!’ the Master of the Emperor’s
soldiers shouted. ‘I’m going to punish
you!’ He lifted his big axe and ran
towards Monkey. Monkey took his stick
from behind his ear. ‘Bigger!’ he ordered.
The two of them fought like tigers.

‘Grow!’ shouted the Master of the
Emperor’s soldiers. Suddenly he was a
hundred feet tall.

‘Grow!’ shouted Monkey, and he was a
hundred feet tall too.

They fought for a long time. The Twelve
Thunder Generals watched. They waited for
orders. Suddenly Monkey shouted, ‘Smaller!’
He jumped into the air. He flew over the
Master’s head, and hit him with his stick.

(from pages 38–39)

http://www.phinnie.net/
http://www.oupchina.com.hk/elt/rainbow
http://www.oupchina.com.hk/elt/newosr/
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How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Ask your teacher about the following
series of readers published by Oxford University Press:

• Read with Phinnie (Level 6)

• Reading Rainbow (Level 6)

• Oxford Storyland Readers (Level 12)

The Emperor’s New Clothes 
and Other Stories by Hans Christian Andersen
Retold by Janice Tibbetts

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from The Princess and the Pea, pages 41–42)

One night there was a storm. There was loud thunder and lightning. The rain
poured down the streets like rivers. Suddenly there was knocking on the
castle door. A servant opened the door.
Then the family heard voices. 

‘Please let me in. I’m so wet and
cold,’ said a girl’s voice.

‘Go away. This is the King’s castle.
If you have something to sell, go to
the kitchen door. Or if you want a
job, come back tomorrow.’

‘I’m not selling anything,’ said the
girl. ‘And I’m not a servant. I’m a
princess. My carriage fell into a
river. All my servants ran away.
I’m lost. I just want to come out of
this storm.’ 

‘A princess!’ said the Prince.

‘A princess?’ said the Queen. She turned to
the old King. ‘Go and see if she really is a princess.’ 

So the King went to the door. But the girl did not look at all like a princess.
Water was running down her face. Her hair looked like rats’ tails. The rain ran
down into her shoes. But she said she was a real princess. So the old King
brought her in to meet the family.

http://www.oupchina.com.hk/elt/reading/
http://www.phinnie.net/
http://www.oupchina.com.hk/elt/rainbow
http://www.oupchina.com.hk/elt/newosr/
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How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one. 

The Wizard of Oz
L. Frank Baum

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

When Dorothy walked across the floor, her foot hit the iron bar. She fell
down. She was not hurt, but one of her silver shoes came off. Before she
could reach it, the Witch picked it
up and put it on.

‘Give me back my shoe!’ Dorothy
said to the Witch. 

‘I will not,’ replied the Witch. ‘It is
my shoe now, not yours. One day
soon I shall get the other one, too.’

These words made Dorothy angry.
She picked up a bucket of water
that was in the kitchen. She threw
the water all over the Witch.

The wicked old woman gave a
loud cry of fear. Dorothy looked at
her in surprise. The Witch was
getting smaller and smaller.

‘Look at what you have done!’ she screamed. ‘I am melting.’

‘I’m sorry,’ said Dorothy. The Witch was melting like ice on a hot day.
Dorothy was quite frightened.

‘Didn’t you know water would destroy me?’ screamed the Witch.

‘How would I know that?’ asked Dorothy. 

‘Well, in a few minutes I shall be all melted. Then you will be the ruler
of this castle. Oh, I never thought a little girl would destroy me. Look
out — here I go!’

(from pages 32–33)
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How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one.

Little Women
Louisa M. Alcott

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from page 11)

Jo stood alone with her back carefully against a wall. Some boys were
talking about football, and Jo wanted to join them. But she knew Meg would
not like that. She felt shy and rather lonely. She was afraid to dance because
of her burnt dress. So she hid behind a curtain.

Jo jumped with surprise. Another shy person was in the same hiding place.
Jo found herself standing next to ‘the Laurence boy’! 

He laughed at her surprised face. ‘Stay if you like,’ he said. ‘I only came
here because I don’t know many people. I felt rather shy at first, you know.’

‘So did I.’ They both looked down at their
shoes. Jo tried to make conversation. ‘I
think I’ve met you before. You live near
us, don’t you?’

‘Next door!’ He looked up and
laughed. ‘Oh, yes! You look so
different! How is your cat,
Miss March?’ Jo laughed too.

‘Very well, thank you,
Mr Laurence. But I’m not
Miss March, I’m just Jo.’

‘And I’m just Laurie. Do you
like dancing, Miss Jo?’
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The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from The Dancing Men, page 3)

We heard someone walk up the stairs, and then a tall man came into the
room. He had clear eyes and healthy skin and looked like a man who lived
in the country. He noticed the strange piece of paper he had sent us, lying
on the table.

‘Well, Mr Holmes, what can you tell me about these?’ he asked. ‘I know
that you like puzzles. I don’t think you will find a puzzle stranger than
this one. I sent these drawings to you in the post so that you could study
them carefully before I came.’

‘Yes, these are very strange, Mr Cubitt. They look at first like the work of a
child. But why do you think they are so important?’

‘I don’t, Mr Holmes, but my wife does. She is very frightened. She says
nothing, but I can see it in her eyes. That’s why I want to know what the
drawings mean.’

Holmes held up the paper with the light behind it. It was a page of writing
paper, and the drawings on it were done with pencil. They looked like
this:

How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one. 
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How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
and Other Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays
Edited by David Foulds

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from Twelfth Night, pages 17–19)

Viola felt very sorry for the poor lady. She knew how it felt to lose a
much-loved brother. 

She wanted to go and work for Olivia as her servant, but the captain said
that she could not. Since her brother died, Olivia had
allowed no one to enter the house, not even Prince
Orsino, who loved her.

‘Then,’ said Viola, ‘if I cannot work for the lady, I
shall work for the Prince
himself. You, captain, must
help me, and I will pay you
well. Get me some clothes and I
will dress myself as a young
man. Then take me to the Prince
and tell him I want to be his
servant-boy. I will sing to him and
work hard for him. But do not tell
anyone who I really am.’ The
captain agreed to Viola’s plan
and he promised to keep her
secret. 

Viola gave him some money
and he bought her the clothes
she wanted. When she was dressed in the clothes, she looked exactly like
her brother, Sebastian. Then the captain took Viola to see the Prince.
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How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one. 

Around the World in Eighty Days
Jules Verne

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

Passepartout was very
surprised to see his master
home so early. He was even
more surprised when he heard
him say: 

‘We leave in ten minutes for
Dover and France.’

Passepartout did not seem to
understand.

‘You are going to leave home?’

‘Yes,’ replied Phileas Fogg.
‘We are going to make the tour
of the world.’

Passepartout could not believe
his ears.

‘The tour of the world?’ he said stupidly.

‘In eighty days,’ replied Mr Fogg. ‘So we have not a moment to lose. We
will not take much baggage. Only two changes of clothing. We will buy
what else we need on the way. Go and get it ready.’

Passepartout would have liked to make a reply. He could not. He left Mr
Fogg and went to his own room. There he fell into a chair.

‘And I wanted a quiet life!’ he said to himself. 

By eight o’clock both Mr Fogg and his servant were ready.

(from page 7)
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Mark Twain

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from page 6)

Tom was painting very hard, and
Aunt Polly was going back into the
house with a slipper in her hand.

Tom’s new interest in painting did
not last for long. He began to think of
the fun he had planned for this day,
and he felt worse than ever. Soon the
other boys would come along, and
they would laugh at him for having
to work. The thought of that burnt
him like fire.

Suddenly he had a wonderful idea.
He took up his brush and started to
work. 

Ben Rogers came along the road,
eating an apple. He stopped to watch.

Tom went on painting. He paid no
attention to Ben. He stood back to
look at his work, as an artist might
look at a beautiful painting. Then he
painted the top of the next board,
and stood back to look at it again. 

Ben came and stood beside him.
Tom’s mouth watered for the apple,
but he kept on working.

How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one. 
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The Gifts and Other Stories
O. Henry and Others

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from The Gifts, page 1)

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all she had saved. Three
times Della counted it. Only one dollar and eighty-seven cents. And the
next day would be Christmas.

There was clearly nothing she could do now but sit down on the old
worn couch and cry. So Della did. You see life is made up of tears and
smiles — but mainly of tears.

When Della had finished crying she patted her
cheeks with face powder. She stood by the
window and looked out sadly at a grey
cat walking along a grey fence in a
grey garden. Tomorrow would be
Christmas day, and she had only
one dollar and eighty-seven cents
with which to buy Jim, her
husband, a present. She had
been saving every cent she
could for months; but
twenty dollars a week
— which was the
total of their income
— doesn’t leave much
for saving. Expenses
had been greater than
she had calculated.
They always are.

How many words have you circled? Write the number here:
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one.



Mr Hyde held a heavy
walking stick in his hand. He
did not say a word. He
seemed to listen with much
impatience. Then, suddenly,
he became extremely angry.
He shook his stick at the
other man and acted like a
madman. The old gentleman
stepped back, very surprised.

Then Mr Hyde lost all
control of himself and
knocked the man to the
ground. And, the next
moment, Hyde was angrily
beating his victim’s body
with the heavy stick, and
kicking him with such
extraordinary force that you
could hear the poor man’s
bones breaking.

At the horror of these sights and sounds, the girl fainted and fell to the
floor. It was two o’clock in the morning before she became conscious
again. She called the police, but by then the murderer had gone long ago.
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Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Other Stories
Robert Louis Stevenson

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

(from Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, pages 14–15)

How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Try the level above this one. 

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one.
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Dracula
Bram Stoker

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Ask your teacher about the following series of
readers published by Oxford University Press:

• Oxford Bookworms Library (Stages 4–6)

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one.

I only slept a few hours, and then got up, hung my shaving mirror by the
window, and was just beginning to shave when suddenly I felt a hand
on my shoulder and heard the Count’s voice saying, ‘Good morning.’

I jumped, as I was surprised that I had not seen his reflection behind me
in my mirror; and as I jumped, I cut myself slightly, but did not notice
it. I turned and answered the Count, and saw that he was indeed just
behind me — but there was no reflection of him in my mirror! Just then
I saw that the cut had bled a little, and the blood was running down my
chin.

When the Count saw my
face, his eyes blazed
with a sort of mad fury,
and he suddenly tried to
grasp my throat. I pulled
away, and his hand
touched the beads that

held the crucifix. It made
an instant change in him,

for the madness passed so
quickly that I could hardly

believe it had ever been there.

(from page 10)

http://www.oup.com/elt/?cc=global
http://www.oup.com/elt/catalogue/isbn/15100/?cc=global
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Pride and Prejudice
Jane Austen

Read this passage. Circle any words in the highlighted section that
you do not understand.

How many words have you circled? Write the number here: 
What level should you be reading?  

If you circled 0 words, this level may be too easy for you. Ask your teacher about the following series of
readers published by Oxford University Press:

• Oxford Bookworms Library (Stages 4–6)

If you circled 1–4 words, this level may be right for you. Try another sample to be sure. 

If you circled 5 words or more, this level may be too hard for you. Try the level below this one.

Mr Bingley was good-looking and
charming: a gentleman. But it was his
friend Mr Darcy who seized
everybody’s attention. He was tall
and very handsome and, it was
whispered, had ten thousand pounds
a year. He was looked at with great
admiration for half the evening until
he was found to be proud, to think
himself too good for them all. Then,
not all his large estate in Derbyshire
could save him.

Mr Bingley talked to everybody. He
was lively, danced every dance, was
sorry when the ball was over and
promised to give one at Netherfield
Park. What a difference from his friend! Mr Darcy danced once with each of
the Bingley sisters, refused to be introduced to any other lady and spent the
rest of the evening walking around the room.

Everyone disliked him. Mrs Bennet disliked him most of all because he had
insulted one of her daughters.

(from pages 4–5)

http://www.oup.com/elt/?cc=global
http://www.oup.com/elt/catalogue/isbn/15100/?cc=global

